
Why did the disciples suddenly change from 
being fearful to valiant followers of the 
Savior?
David O. McKay

“At Jesus’ death, the apostles were stricken with 
gloom. When he lay dead their hopes all but died. 
Their intense grief, the story of Thomas, the moral 
perplexity of Peter, the evident preparation for a 
permanent burial, combine to illustrate the prevalence 
of a fear that the redemption of Israel had failed.

“Notwithstanding the often-repeated assurances of 
Christ that he would return to them after death, the 
apostles did not seem fully to comprehend it. At the 
crucifixion, they were frightened and discouraged. For 
two and a half years they had been upheld and 
inspired by Christ’s presence. But now he was gone. 
They were left alone, and they seemed confused, 
fearful, helpless; only John stood by the cross.

“The world would never have been stirred by men 
with such wavering, doubting, despairing minds as 
the apostles possessed on the day of the crucifixion.

“What was it that suddenly changed these disciples to 
confident, fearless, heroic preachers of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ? It was the revelation that Christ had 
risen from the grave. His promises had been kept, his 
Messianic mission fulfilled. In the words of an eminent 
writer, ‘The final and absolute seal of genuineness 
has been put on all his claims, and the indelible 
stamp of a divine authority upon all his teachings. The 
gloom of death had been banished by the glorious 
light of the presence of their Risen, Glorified Lord and 
Savior.’

“On the evidence of these unprejudiced, unexpectant, 
incredulous witnesses, faith in the resurrection has its 
impregnable foundation.” (Treasures of Life, pp.15–
16.)

What are resurrected beings like?
Joseph Fielding Smith 

There is no reason for any person to be concerned 
as to the appearance of individuals in the 
resurrection. Death is a purifying process as far as 
the body is concerned. We have reason to believe 
that the appearance of old age will disappear and the 
body will be restored with the full vigor of manhood 
and womanhood. Children will arise as children, for 
there is no growth in the grave. Children will continue 
to grow until they reach the full stature of their spirits. 
Anything contrary to this would be inconsistent. 
When our bodies are restored, they will appear to be 
in the full vigor of manhood and womanhood, for the 
condition of physical weakness will all be left behind 
in the grave. . . .

Some will gain celestial bodies with all the powers of 
exaltation and eternal increase. These bodies will 
shine like the sun as our Savior's does, as described 
by John. Those who enter the terrestrial kingdom will 

have terrestrial bodies, and they will not shine like 
the sun, but they will be more glorious than the 
bodies of those who receive the telestial glory. 

In both of these kingdoms there will be changes in 
the bodies and limitations. They will not have the 
power of increase, neither the power or nature to live 
as husbands and wives, for this will be denied them 
and they cannot increase. 

(http://emp.byui.edu/SATTERFIELDB/Quotes/Resurr
ection/Nature%20of%20Resurrected
%20Bodies.html)

Brigham Young

Jesus is the first begotten from the dead, as you will 
understand. Neither Enoch, Elijah, Moses, nor any 
other man that ever lived on earth, no matter how 
strictly he lived, ever obtained a resurrection until 
after Jesus Christ’s body was called from the tomb by 
the angel. He was the first begotten from the dead. 
He is the Master of the resurrection—the first flesh 
that lived here after receiving the glory of the 
resurrection (DBY, 374).

The blood he spilled upon Mount Calvary he did not 
receive again into his veins. That was poured out, and 
when he was resurrected, another element took the 
place of the blood. It will be so with every person who 
receives a resurrection; the blood will not be 
resurrected with the body, being designed only to 
sustain the life of the present organization. When that 
is dissolved, and we again obtain our bodies by the 
power of the resurrection, that which we now call the 
life of the body, and which is formed from the food we 
eat and the water we drink will be supplanted by 
another element; for flesh and blood cannot inherit 
the Kingdom of God [see 1 Corinthians 15:50] (DBY, 
374).

I think it has been taught by some that as we lay our 
bodies down, they will so rise again in the 
resurrection with all the impediments and 
imperfections that they had here; and that if a wife 
does not love her husband in this state she cannot 
love him in the next. This is not so. Those who attain 
to the blessing of the first or celestial resurrection will 
be pure and holy, and perfect in body. Every man and 
woman that reaches to this unspeakable attainment 
will be as beautiful as the angels that surround the 
throne of God. If you can, by faithfulness in this life, 
obtain the right to come up in the morning of the 
resurrection, you need entertain no fears that the wife 
will be dissatisfied with her husband, or the husband 
with the wife; for those of the first resurrection will be 
free from sin and from the consequences and power 
of sin. This body "is sown in corruption, it is raised in 
incorruption; it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; 
it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; it is sown 
a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body." "And, as 
we have borne the image of the earthly, we shall also 
bear the image of the heavenly." (Journal of  
Discourses, 10:24) 
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